
✦(intro: drama on the 3 little pigs)  And so, like so many other creatures in 
fairy tale land, the three little pigs lived happily ever after.  That is, at least 

until the whole Shrek swamp thing came alone, but thatʼs another story, 
right?  This one is short and to the point.  Two pigs cut corners, use sloppy 

materials and couldnʼt live happily.  The third pig built the right kind of 
house and the big bad wolf couldnʼt have him for lunch.  Build the right kind 

of house.  Do it right and blessing follows.
✦Thatʼs essentially what Jesus tells us in this fourth Beatitude: blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness... they will be filled.  Want to 
live well in your “once upon a time”? Built the right kingdom.  The righteous 

one. Learn to want what is good and right in your life.  That will always end 
well.  Jesus says something a chapter later in a parallel statement:

✦But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well. (Matthew 6:33, NIV).

✦Seek first Godʼs what? Righteousness.  His kingdom; the way his country 
operates. That brings us to our first observation today:
✦1. To be really happy, it helps to have a healthy spiritual appetite.
✦A. This is a challenge to the lazy heart.  Jesus is urging us to long for 

what is good, better, best.  To be hungry is to want, long, anticipate, search.     
We read things like this in the Scriptures all the time. 

✦ As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O 

God. (Psalms 42:1, NIV).

✦O God, you are my God, earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for 

you, my body longs for you, in a dry and weary land where there is 

no water.  (Psalms 63:1,2, NIV).
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✦Nice, huh.  But would you write that?  Have you ever felt like that or 
is it only so much poetry?
✦What is it like when you get hungry? Your hands shake a little, 
maybe.  Your stomach growls.  Eventually it becomes hard to 

concentrate.  You keep thinking about a candy bar, or a big bowl of 
soup, or a juicy burger!  Itʼs a healthy thing.  There is such thing as a 

healthy appetite.
✦On our sonsʼ birthdays they get to pick the meal.  When Adam was 

eleven he had it all picked out and his mom had it all laid out on the 
table, hot and fragrant.  We even had... “Grandmaʼs Corn”!  (Itʼs not 

really hers.  Itʼs just the Green Giant variety that we always have and 
love at Grandmaʼs house.  And we had it right there in our house!)
✦But know what? Adam didnʼt take a single bite of anything.  He had 
no appetite.  Thatʼs when we knew something was wrong.  We 

checked and he had a fever!
✦The same is true for spiritual appetite.

✦When we have merely a faint desire to know or hear from God, 
something is wrong.  When our minds never reach beyond where we 

will fish this week, or when we get to play ball, something is wrong in 
our spirit.  When we drive the annual new car but it never occurs to 

us to limit our spending so as to aid families without cars at all, 
something is wrong with our appetite.
✦When we are glad for Godʼs blessings, but never think about telling 
anyone we know about God and his blessings, something is wrong 

with our appetite. 
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✦B.  To be hungry for what is right is to become the kind of people for 
whom, more and more the things of the world are really not enough. 

✦For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the city 

which is to come. (Hebrews 13:14, NASB).

✦ Lots of money is not enough.  Lots of sex is not enough. Lots of fine 
restaurants, sushi and imported beer are not what we long for, talk about, 

dream on, and live for.  We want something that is enough.  Something 
more than all this. To be hungry for righteousness is to be dissatisfied with 

anything less that godliness.  We would be ok with less food.  We would be 
ok with less floor space.  We would even be OK with less health.  But not 

with less godliness.  Not with less of what is right, and good, and just and 
fair in the world. 
✦To hunger to righteousness is to grow up spiritually.  Thereʼs a Christmas 
song about a grown up Christmas list that illustrates what Iʼm trying to say.

✦Do you remember me?  I sat upon your knee
I wrote to you With childhood fantasies
✦Well, I'm all grown-up now
And still need help somehow.

I'm not a child  But my heart still can dream
✦So here's my lifelong wish

My grown-up Christmas list
Not for myself  But for a world in need
✦No more lives torn apart
That wars would never start,

And time would heal all hearts
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And everyone would have a friend
And right would always win

And love would never end
This is my grown-up Christmas list
✦As children we believed  The grandest sight to see
Was something lovely  Wrapped beneath our tree

Well heaven surely knows  That packages and bows
Can never heal  A hurting human soul
✦No more lives torn apart...  

✦Do you see what the singer is doing?  Sheʼs growing up!  Now she 

hungers for righteousness! Presents are not enough! Jesus is telling us to 
grow up, and decide to want greater things!  Climb higher up the ladder of 

obedience than the rung of duty, where you do right things because you 
must, or because someone might punish you.  Climb up to the rung where 

you love what is good!
✦2.  I can develop a healthy spiritual appetite (hunger for 

righteousness) by honestly facing and dealing with human wrong and 
the pain that comes with it.
✦A. Many times we chose to ignore pain, wrongs, injustice. Itʼs kind of a 
mental giving-up.  Some folks actually think this is more Christian; to suffer 

quietly and not complain.  Jesus cried out loudly on the cross.  What about 
that?  This category of thinking also leads some to think that being a God-

follower is a sort of consignment of yourself to obey a lot of rules and not 
any of the delights of the world. But neither ignoring troubles nor discarding 

joys is the Christian way.  Thatʼs more Hindu religion.  Hinduismʼs goal is to 
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escape living; escape emotion, escape existence and do this through self-
denial.  While Christ-like people also believe in self-denial, they are full of 

desire and delight in the elements of existence (gulfstream waters, waves 
of grain).  They are also honest about their lostness and the fallenness of 

the world (oil spill pollution, and insider trading). It is not righteous to ignore 
evil, nor is it righteous to forsake beauty.  Jesus said, “Seek first the 

Kingdom and itʼs righteousness, and all these things will be given you as 
well.”  What things?  Clothes, food our bodies get hungry for. 

✦““Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 

or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 

important than food, and the body more important than clothes?” 

Matthew 6:25, NIV.

✦So donʼt think God doesnʼt care about lesser things of life.  He does.  
Heʼs telling us to pay attention to the greater things or righteousness:  

things like justice, morality, compassion, right vs wrong
✦B.  My point here, friends, is that we do well to face our troubles, but not 

to overly lament them when they come our way, for is it not precisely the 
wrongs done us, or the flaws we find within ourselves that serve to highlight 

how undesirable unrighteousness really is? 
✦“Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For 

what son is not disciplined by his father?”...“Our fathers disciplined 

us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for 

our good, that we may share in his holiness. No discipline seems 

pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a 
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harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained 

by it.” Hebrews 12:7, 10, 11, NIV.

✦Are you experiencing hardship? God is growing you up!
✦Have you ever prayed that God would make you a better man, a godlier 

woman?  You should be aware that when you pray for God to teach you 
holiness, you are very likely opening yourself to trials

✦This congregation, like many congregations, has recently suffered 
through a dark experience; the presence of some overt 

unrighteousness. However, it is not all dark.  Does it not serve to 
remind us why what we watch with our eyes on the TV, or the 

computer screen matters?  Does it not prove how powerful sin is, 
even to those to fully disbelieve in it?  Does it not make you want 

what is right with a greater passion? Does it not make you long for 
heaven a bit more? Are we not more tired of fallenness?
✦Some of us have gone through divorces, and the like.  And very 
often we come out on the other side fully convinced that when God 

said divorce was something he hated (Malachi 2), he was quite 
correct in doing so!
✦Perhaps there is even something about our fallen condition in this 
life that is better than a world where God might not have allowed us 

to chose our sin.  For after a child has touched a hot stove, the 
likelihood of her freely choosing to do so again plummets 

considerably!  Could it be that in allowing sin and evil in our world, our 
good God is bringing us to a place where we freely and with full 

volition, and conviction chose only his Kingdom and his 
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righteousness because we have seen that all other houses can be 
blown down by the Big and the Bad, but his cannot?  Could it be? 

The heart that has clearly felt unrighteousness, is far more ready to 
fall in love with righteousness.

✦So do not pretend with your friends that your life is roses, that you do 
everything right.  Do not hide all your mistakes.  Do not discipline your 

children as though you would never have done such a thing. Do not exalt 
your failings, but do not closet them either.  Do not hope something will 

smooth over.  Smooth it over.  Do not hope you will grow out of it.  Get 
some help.

✦(We have not exhausted things that help to grown a hunger for 
righteousness.  We talked about another one in the childrenʼs 

message, namely, putting yourself near the good things of God.)  
✦3. To be really happy it helps to know that Godʼs righteous kingdom 

is inevitable.
✦A. This is a calm assurance to the troubled heart.  Jesus tells us to long 

for what is right and good.  And he also assures us that this longing is 
destined for satisfaction; “you will be filled.”   You need to know that Godʼs 

kingdom is on the way. (say that out loud!) The Old Testament refers to it as 
“The Day of the Lord”.  Godʼs Day is always coming.  Itʼs how the whole 

shooting match of the universe ends.  Godʼs righteousness is coming, will 
be established.

✦Missiles cannot shoot it out of the sky.
✦Democrats and Republicans cannot filibuster it.
✦Criminals and Congressmen cannot waylay it.
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✦The Devil cannot stop it, and the angels will never obstruct it.
✦Jesus kingdom and itʼs righteousness is like the third pigs house; it canʼt 

be blown down.
✦B. Do you feel the weight of injustice in your life? Are you starved for 

righteousness?  This Beatitude does not speak of people who are 
righteous, but rather of people who are hungry for it, or to be it.  It is not 

“blessed are the righteous people” but “blessed are those find 
righteousness (right conduct) painfully missing, either in themselves or 

those around them, and crave it.  They are unhappy to be without 
righteousness.  Their spirits are growling.  

✦So before you beat yourself up for your sins, or for failing yet again, 
ask yourself this?  Does it bother you?  If so, you are in a better 

position than the fellow who is quite more accomplished but doesnʼt 
really notice any need for improvement. 
✦Jacques Dupont puts it like this: “The marvelous consolation of the 
world to come is promised not to those mildly uncomfortable with the 

present world who seek refuge in a dream, but to people who suffer, 
weep, and sigh,.  “God shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.””

✦Conclusion: 
✦Again we see the grace of God in Jesus.  God does not demand that we 

be righteous to be saved.  He requires only that we desire and accept 
righteousness from Christ. And while making righteous choices leads to 

blessing, God does not demand that either, but rather the heart that 
struggles and pulls against the chains of sin in deep desire for the freedom 

of right and godly living.  
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✦Pig number one was fine with a straw house.  It was close. It was 
easy.  But it didnʼt deliver.
✦Pig number two was satisfied to build with sticks.  There were 
plenty around and construction was done in a flash.
✦Pig number three wanted to do it right.  It was the more blessed 
way.  But hereʼs the extra grace in the comparison: the blessed are 

those hungering for the right way, those seeking the “Kingdom and 
itʼs righteousness”, not those relying on their own!  Those who long 

for bricks but donʼt have them.  Those who try to build it right but donʼt 
have all the tools to get it right.  For them, Jesus comes and finishes 

the house.  They, Jesus tells us, will surely get the pay off in the end.
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